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Happy Friday and Happy New Year everyone, 
 
I mean that sincerely as this has been very far from the start of term that we wanted for you. 
Staff had been planning such immersive and creative ideas it is heart-breaking to have to put 
plans on hold and have so many children at home again. 
 
Thank you for your patience on Tuesday as we spent a day responding to the Prime Minster’s 
announcement and your engagement and feedback this week as we switched to home 
learning. This isn’t an easy process and we have had a lot of warm feedback, some requests 
for help and some teething problems. We remain committed to offering daily maths, English 
and vehicle work to children backed up with recordings, videos and high-quality resources. 
Please let us know if there are issues, we can help with and let’s keep working together. 
 
However, the pictures of children learning at home, the seesaw messages and emails of you 
doing your best to carry on regardless warms our hearts. Good on you all. Remember, these 
are challenging times and I know you are all doing the best you can. There will be good days 
and bad days but keep talking to us and we’ll work it out together.  
 
I must say a word about the resilience and professionalism of our Wyche staff. I was staggered 
(but not surprised) this week by their fortitude and can-do attitude and (I know you know this) 
your children are so lucky to be served by such a powerhouse of a team. They are amazing. 
 
 
School Meals Black Pepper have asked us to reassure parents that had paid for meals 

this half term that this payment will be carried forward as a credit to be 
used next half term.   

 The Education Secretary announced on Wednesday afternoon that 
they will be reopening the government funded voucher scheme for 
children entitled to free school meals and these vouchers will be sent 
home to parents as soon as possible. In these troubled times if your 
financial circumstances have changed we would urge you to look at 
whether you are eligible for this support and apply if necessary. More 
information can be found at: 
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20062/schools/684/applying_fo
r_free_school_meals  

 
Instrument lessons Severn Arts are offering online instrument lessons for those children 

who are currently signed up for lessons. To sign up for these please 
email the school office. For critical worker and vulnerable children these 
lessons will need to take place at home, outside of school hours, as we 
do not have the staffing to supervise these lessons in school. 

 
Bandwidth Now that you are all accessing remote learning the government are 

aware of the additional data costs this may entail. Schools are able to 
apply for increased data allowances on mobile devices for families who: 

 Do not have fixed broadband at home 

 Cannot afford additional data for mobile devices 
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 And are experiencing disruption to face to face learning 
We will send out a survey early next week so that you can let us know 
if this applies to you and it will help us bid for this assistance on your 
behalf. Children with access to a mobile phone on one of the following 
networks might be able to benefit: Three, Smarty, Virgin Mobile, EE, 
Tesco Mobile, Sky Mobile. Other providers may join the scheme at a 
later stage. 

Primary schools have been asked by the government to provide 3 hours learning every day 
for KS1 and 4 hours for KS2, consistent with our curriculum, and to provide feedback and 
marking on a regular basis. 
 
But I must stress that we know you are all in different situations, managing multiple 
commitments. The quantity of work is what we are obliged to provide but please don’t 
feel overwhelmed. You are all trying your hardest and doing your best. Don’t let this 
situation get you down and tell yourself what a good job you are doing. Do what you 
can and be proud of that. We are with you all the way. 
  
All I can say is that nobody wants this divided situation and we hope and pray it will soon come 
to an end. Everyone will be feeling to a greater or lesser degree challenged by this. Don’t 
forget Worcestershire’s Here2Help line for Covid-related pressures and the resources 
available on the mental health and wellbeing page of the website. It is really ok to not feel okay 
about all of this and talking always helps. We are here for your children and we are here for 
you.  
 
Well done, mums, dads, all other carers. Have the best weekend you can manage and we will 
be together but apart again on Monday. 
 
With sincere good wishes, stay safe, 
 
Stephen Murphy, Headteacher 
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